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FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Every year I feel like we make more progress in our efforts to grow the industry
and support our members. Over the past few years we’ve sharpened our focus and
increased our investments in several areas, and we are now seeing tangible results.
Our advocacy work grew substantially in 2018 as we focused on several
strategies to raise the profile of our industry and our immense economic
impact with the Province of BC and BC’s municipalities. This work resulted
in the Province’s official proclamation of BC Boating Week in May.
Federally, we were extremely pleased to be one of five organizations to receive funding
from Transport Canada under the Abandoned Boats Program. This funding, part of the
National Strategy to Address Abandoned & Wrecked Vessels, is the result of years of
advocacy to address the countless derelict vessels strewn across BC. We look forward
to launching the abandoned boat education and outreach campaign next year.
Participation and attendance in our annual events, the Vancouver International Boat
Show and Boating BC Conference, grow every year – in fact, 2018 was our biggest
Boat Show on record! This growth and engagement has contributed to the increase in
sales we’ve seen and is helping to build a stronger community across our industry.
We see the result of our investments in community grants and sponsorships with the amazing
work being done by not-for-profit organizations across the province who are working to
create infrastructure, host events and educate the public about the boating lifestyle.
Of course, 2018 was not without it’s challenges – most notably the tariff placed on boats
originating from the United States (US) by the federal government. While this creates an
opportunity for Canadian manufacturers, it has placed an unnecessary burden on our
industry and consumers given the high volume of boats imported from the US annually.
Boating BC continues to work with our national partners to strongly oppose this tariff.
Perhaps our boldest move this year was the purchase of an office for the Association.
A response to escalating rental costs, the board made the decision to invest a portion of our
contingency fund in a strata unit where the Association can continue to grow. This acquisition
will mitigate potential risk and reinforce our solid financial position moving forward.
As I reflect to a year ago, I realize just how much progress we have made. I am very
proud of all that has been accomplished and hope that our members know that their
voice matters and the work we do is for each of them and our collective prosperity.
Thank you for your continued support.
Sincerely,

Don Prittie
President

2018 Boating BC Annual Report

1

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE

DIRECTORS AT LARGE

Don Prittie
President
Canoe Cove Marina & Boatyard

Brendan Keys
GA Checkpoint Yamaha

Michael Short
First Vice President
False Creek Fuels
Ian MacPherson
Second Vice President
Nanaimo Yacht Charters & Sailing School
Mike Hudson
Treasurer
Port Boat House
HONORARY SOLICITOR
David Jarrett
Bernard, LLP

Dale Miller
Pacific Yachting Magazine
Morley Munro
Canmar Yacht Sales
Martin Paish
Topsea Marine Services
Andy White
Mercury Marine

TRADE SECTOR GROUP
REPRESENTATIVES
Bruce White
BC Yacht Brokers Association
Grand Yachts
Ian MacPherson
Association of Bareboat Charters
& Sailing Schools
Nanaimo Yacht Charters & Sailing School
Michael Short
Marina Trade Sector Group
False Creek Fuels
STAFF
Lisa Geddes
Executive Director
Niambi Cadiz
Marketing & Events Coordinator
Aman Mattu
Administrative Coordinator

2018 Boating BC Annual Report

2

MAKING
YOUR VOICES HEARD
Working with the federal government is one of Boating BC’s highest
priorities. A member of regional and national recreational industry
committees, we’ve established close relationships nationally and
are engaged, ongoing, in all regulatory and safety discussions that
impact recreational boating in BC.
NATIONAL STRATEGY TO ADDRESS ABANDONED
& WRECKED VESSELS
2018 was an important year as the federal government continued
to roll out the Oceans Protection Plan (OPP). The Abandoned Boats
Program is one initiative under the OPP and is working to address
the issue of abandoned and derelict boats across Canada. Boating
BC has long advocated for a resolution to this issue and was proud to
be one of five organizations to receive Transport Canada funding for
an education and outreach program, which will be launched in 2019.

SOUTHERN RESIDENT KILLER WHALES
RECOVERY PROGRAM
The National Recovery of the Southern Resident Killer Whales
(SRKW), is another initiative under the OPP of great significance to
BC. We all share concern for the long-term health of the SRKW’s.
As strategies for the recovery program are brought forward, we
will ensure that the interests of the recreational boating community
and related sectors are considered.
FEDERAL COUNTERMEASURES ON US BOATS
Effective July 1, 2018, the Government of Canada imposed a 10
per cent tariff on new and used boats originating from the United
States. Boating BC, in collaboration with our industry partners
across Canada, have strongly opposed this measure and will
continue to advocate to have this burden to our businesses and
consumers removed.

Don Prittie, Boating BC President, with
the Honourable Marc Garneau, Minister of
Transport at the Abandoned Boats Program
funding announcement.
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CHAMPIONING BOATING IN BC
Our new strategy to raise the profile of recreational boating and its economic contribution to
the provincial economy gained excellent momentum in 2018. Ongoing meetings and discussions
with the Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Forests, Land & Natural Resource Operations and the
Ministry of Advanced Education have resulted in tangible outcomes and opened the door to
continued dialogue. Some outcomes include:
•
•

The Province of BC officially proclaimed May 14-21, 2018 BC Boating Week and supported
the announcement on social media and with a mention in the BC Legislature.
Ministry of Advanced Education confirmed continued funding for the Motorcycle + Marine
Technician Foundation Program at Vancouver Island University, and to a program review
by the Industry Training Authority of the Marine Mechanical Technician Apprenticeship
program to ensure its continued relevance for the boating industry.

ADVENTURE TOURISM COALITION
Boating BC is proud to be part of BC’s first Adventure Tourism Strategy – an unprecedented,
collaborative effort initiated by 19 diverse tourism sectors engaging with public recreation and
industrial user groups. The Strategy has been applauded by multiple provincial ministers and
coalition members have been invited to participate in a series of presentations, committees and
events including being named to the Minister of Tourism’s Engagement Council.
MUNICIPALLY SPEAKING
Boating BC met with several municipalities throughout 2018 and drew attention to the issue
of diminishing water access due to high real estate values and waterfront development. Our
engagement resulted in the District of North Saanich putting forward a resolution at the Union
of BC Municipalities convention asking all waterfront communities to protect public access to
waterways. While the resolution did not pass the first time through, the response was extremely
positive, and we will work to have it put forward again in 2019.
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INVESTING IN OUR
FUTURE

GLENN SPARTZ
SCHOLARSHIP

The 2018 Grant & Sponsorship Program was another great success.
The program invested $21,500 in nine community initiatives
that grow boating infrastructure or participation in boating.

In 2018 $14,500 In Glenn Spartz Scholarships was awarded to
11 students enrolled in the Marine Mechanical Technician
Apprenticeship program.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Darryl Stanley, Surrey
Michael Lance, Powell River
Nathan Choo, West Vancouver
Nic Meakin, West Kelowna
Thomas Arnold, Courtenay
Thilak Adikari, North Vancouver
Nolan Hyam, Enderby
Joseph Cervantes, Surrey
Brock Kelsch, Nanaimo
Brandon Miller, Sidney
Matthew Sparrow, Vancouver

The scholarship program is a collaborative initiative led by Boating
BC with our contributing partners from the marine propulsion sector.
Since inception, 21 scholarships have been awarded.
SPONSORSHIPS:
VARIETY, THE CHILDREN’S CHARITY: $2,500 to support the 20th

CONTRIBUTING PARTNERS:

Anniversary of Boat for Hope for each of it’s three events in Vancouver,
Victoria and Kelowna.
BC YACHT BROKERS ASSOCIATION: $2,500 to support the BC
Boat Show at Port Sidney Marina.
GEORGIA STRAIT ALLIANCE: $2,500 for Clean Marine BC;
an eco-certification program for marinas and boating facilities to
implement and promote best practices.
PACIFIC SALMON FOUNDATION: $1,500 for the 6th annual Galiano
Salmon classic fishing derby in support of salmon conservation.
GRANTS:
BC SAILING ASSOCIATION: $2,500 for the purchase of a sailing
simulator that will be used at community events to promote sailing for
children and in sailing lessons and training programs.
BC YACHT BROKERS ASSOCIATION: $2,500 to support the
transition of the BC Boat Show to a new venue in 2018.
OLIVER PARKS & RECREATION: $2,500 to purchase boating
equipment for Our Kids CANoe!, giving kids access to boating from
Oliver’s main beach during the summer months.
ROYAL CANADIAN MARINE SEARCH & RESCUE: $2,500 for the
the Kids Don’t Float PFD Loaner Program in the Nanaimo area.
SEACHANGE MARINE CONSERVATION SOCIETY: $2,500 to
support signage for boaters to encourage good stewardship in critical
fish habitat in four regions of the Strait of Georgia.
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ANNUAL EVENTS
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS

2018 VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW
From January 17 to 21 members welcomed boaters from across BC to Western Canada’s
largest boat show. The extreme weather warning brought punishing conditions, but attendance
remained strong and members reported very good sales.

“Despite the weather at Granville Island, the qualified buyers
are still here, and similar to last year, sales continue to be
strong at both BC Place and the floating show.”
- Don Young, President of Freedom Marine.
This year’s Show was the biggest on record with the addition of the pavilion outside of BC Place,
the expanded marina at Granville Island and the inaugural (and sold out!) Women’s Day event.
2017 BOATING BC CONFERENCE
On November 21 & 22, 2017* the recreational boating industry came together to celebrate
Boating BC’s 60th anniversary at the 2017 Boating BC Conference presented by Mercury
Marine. With over 185 industry members and guests in attendance, the event was a
tremendous success and included the inaugural Marina Sector Seminar.

“This conference was well planned and executed.
The speakers covered such a broad range that affected all
different sectors of our industry. I had such a great time and
can’t wait for 2018!”
We would like to recognize and thank our very generous sponsors without whom this annual
event would not be possible.

Presenting Partner

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Mercury Marine is acknowledged as Boating BC's
longest standing member, since 1957.
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IN THE MEDIA
The Association’s 2018 media and public relations efforts
reached millions of people across British Columbia and
beyond. In addition to an increased number of interviews and
media calls throughout the year, some highlights include:

TOP BOATING DESTINATION

POWERBOAT TELEVISION DOUBLE FEATURE

The boating public voted Shuswap Lake 2018’s top boating destination.
This is the second year of this campaign and it saw a sharp increase in
engagement reaching over 1.5 million British Columbians.

Boating BC sponsored a double feature showcasing cruising on the
Coast of BC. Each episode will air on TV four times and online and will
reach over one million viewers.

BUSINESS IN VANCOUVER INSERT

OP EDS

An insert in the April issue of Business in Vancouver, their most widely
circulated issue, was strategically placed to engage stakeholders
and decision makers in business and government and reached over
180,000 readers.

A series of op eds were distributed to community papers across the
province reaching over 700,000 readers
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MEMBERSHIP BY
THE NUMBERS
BOATING BC MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
2018

2017

2016

Regular

243

237

241

Affiliate

28

29

32

Associate

10

12

10

Not-For-Profit

25

25

27

TOTAL

306

303

310

BC Yacht Brokers Association

38

37

38

Association of Bareboat Charter & Sailing
Schools

8

7

7

Marina Trade Sector Group

30

30

30

TRADE SECTOR GROUPS
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2018 FINANCIAL REPORT
The following pages include the Statement of Operations and Statement of Financial Position
from the 2018 Review and Engagement completed by Rolfe Benson, Professional Chartered
Accountants.
Notable items include:
• Tangible Capital Assets include a strata unit purchased in October 2018.
• Financing Costs are new to this year’s statement in support of the strata unit purchase.
• Conference revenue and expenses have been adjusted to match the year in which the event
takes place. This adjustment was made because revenue is received before year end
while expenses are not incurred until the following fiscal year as the event occurs in
November annually.
• Boating BC received a three-year grant up to $150,000 from Transport Canada under
the Abandoned Boats Program to implement an education and outreach campaign.
All expenses and reimbursements for the campaign are captured under this new account.
• The increase in Wages & Benefits reflects one staff member’s transition from part-time
to full-time.
• There is a reduction in Marketing & Advertising as a new trade show booth was purchased
in 2017.
• The increase in Government Relations reflects an increase in activity on this file with
all levels of government.
• Boating Promotion historically has reflected funds invested in the Discover Boating Canada
program. The program has been restructured and regional trade associations are no long
contributing to it directly. In 2018 Boating BC directed these funds toward an increase
in Government and Public Relations and, moving forward, will be part of a new industry
marketing committee (still connected to Discover Boating Canada) to determine
how best to promote boating in BC.
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BOATING BC ASSOCIATION
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS OCTOBER 31 2018
2018

2017

Vancouver International Boat Show

$1,706,843

$1,616,040

Membership dues

116,803

103,465

Conference & sponsorships

79,300

70,092

Grow Boating levies

46,230

46,943

Contribution to scholarship fund

14,500

10,000

Abandoned Boats Program grant revenue

13,156

-

Interest

6,843

2,287

Miscellaneous

304

264

1,983,979

1,849,091

Vancouver International Boat Show

1,448,967

1,328,961

Wages & benefits

222,834

197,602

Conference

75,740

76,735

Office

19,741

13,881

Marketing & advertising

34,109

62,679

Grants & sponsorships

24,000

18,500

Government relations

20,961

11,949

Rent

17,688

15,900

Abandoned Boats Program expenses

15,600

-

Scholarships awarded

14,500

10,000

Professional fees & industry research

11,975

25,505

Meetings

9,993

10,944

Bank charges & merchant fees

5,907

2,910

Web development & IT support

4,221

3,436

Financing cost

4,110

-

Meals & entertainment

3,640

3,652

Insurance

2,420

2,420

Memberships

2,356

2,563

Annual general meeting

2,319

1,857

Miscellaneous

291

1,745

Boating promotion

-

21,000

Amortization

1,215

505

1,942,587

1,812,744

$41,392

$36,347

Revenues

Expenses

Excess of revenues over expenses this year
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BOATING BC ASSOCIATION
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
OCTOBER 31, 2018
2018

2017

Cash

$255,283

$210,331

Term deposits

375,619

550,340

Accounts & accrued interest receivable

21,455

13,504

GST receivable

6,525

15,751

Prepaid expenses

18,736

29,628

677,618

819,554

Investment in Vancouver International Boat Show

546,653

546,653

Tangible capital assets

431,227

599

$1,655,498

$1,366,806

Accounts payable & accrued liabilities

$41,317

$19,867

Deferred revenue

75,252

63,536

Bank loan

210,504

-

327,073

83,403

17,355

13,725

344,428

97,128

1,311,070

1,269,678

$1,655,498

$1,366,806

Assets
Current

Liabilities
Current

Scholarship fund

Net Assets
Unrestricted

Boating BC Association
1280-21331 Gordon Way
Richmond, BC
V6X 1J9
604.238.7500
info@boatingbc.ca
www.boatingbc.ca

2018 Boating BC Annual Report

11

