CLEAN MARINE BC

GEORGIA STRAIT ALLIANCE

The Strait of Georgia lies between Vancouver Island and
the British Columbia mainland, with the Canada-US border
running to its south. Along with Puget Sound and the Strait
of Juan de Fuca, these waters are called the Salish Sea, in
recognition of the Coast Salish people who historically inhabited its shores and still live here. Visitors and residents
alike have always enjoyed the rich bounty of these waters,
which continue to provide us with the most fabulous cruising
in the world.
Despite its outward beauty, all is not well with the Salish Sea.
The Strait and its watersheds face serious environmental
problems—the bulk of these caused by the region’s rapid
population growth and the urbanization and development
that has come with it. Marine life in our region faces many
threats including toxic chemicals from industry and municipalities, oil spills (small and large), climate change,
destruction of critical habitat, mismanagement of fisheries
and marine resources, and many others. As boaters, we only
contribute a small portion of the overall pollution entering
the Strait, but it often concentrates near sensitive foreshore
areas and in confined bays.
There’s a lot we can do to ensure the future health of Georgia
Strait. This guide outlines some of the steps we can take to
minimize our environmental impacts.

Illustrations
by Dee Gale
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Feeling Flush
In busy or poorly flushed anchorages,
sewage from boats harms the environment. Each year discharge of sewage
results in shellfish closures, and can
cause human health risks and other
unpleasant effects. This is no longer
acceptable to residents or visitors, nor
to the long term health of the region.

KEEPING IT CLEAN:
;; It is illegal to release sewage at the dock, in anchorages
or near sensitive areas such as shellfish beds.
;; Use pumpout services where available (see following
pages), otherwise the law requires that where possible
you are at least 3 nautical miles offshore before
emptying your holding tank or portable toilet. If there is
no open water nearby and no pumpouts available, you
can dump as a last resort while underway in the fastest
flowing ebbing waters.
;; Use shoreside facilities whenever possible.
;; Avoid using chemical additives or bleach in your
holding tank. Safer products include enzyme or bioactive treatments. Never use products containing
formaldehyde, ammonia or chlorobenzene.
;; Don’t use your boat’s head to dispose of anything it
isn’t intended for. Kitchen wastes, solvents, detergents,
paints, and other foreign objects will cause problems for
you and the environment.
;; Pick up after your pet, and store the waste for
composting or disposal in shoreside receptacles.
The Canada Shipping Act 2001 prohibits the
discharge of raw sewage within three nautical miles
of shore.
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Sewage Waste Disposal
Pumpout stations around the Strait of Georgia
Please note GPS coordinates are approximations only

Lower Mainland
FACILITY

DETAILS

FEE & CONTACT

Bayshore West Marina
Coal Harbour, Vancouver

Pumpout available for
moorage patrons only.

Fee: Free
(604) 689-5331

Burrard Civic Marina
Vancouver
49° 16’ 31” N 123° 8’ 17” W

Pumpout station open
April to October

Fee: Free
(604) 733-5833

Coal Harbour Marina
Coal Harbour, Vancouver
49° 17.5’ N 123° 7.6’ W

Portable pumpout
available to annual
tenants and overnight
guests only.

Fee: $25 on average
(604) 681-2628

False Creek Harbour
Authority
Fishermen’s Wharf, False
Creek, Vancouver

Staff operated pumpout
station open all year 8:30
am to 3:30 pm. Check
in at office. Located at
end of F Dock (Customs).
Used oil disposal.

Fee: $6
(604) 733-3625 | VHF 66A

False Creek Yacht Club
1661 Granville Street,
Vancouver
49° 16’ 24” N 123° 7’ 56” W

Pumpout station open all
year. 9am to 5pm.

Fee: $5
(604) 648-2628 | VHF 66A

Heather Civic Marina
False Creek, Vancouver
49° 16’ 10” N 123° 7’ 8” W

Pumpout station open
all year, 7am to 7pm May
long weekend to Sept
long weekend, 7am to
4:30pm rest of year.

Fee: Free
(604) 874-2814

Lion’s Gate Marina
1331 McKeen Avenue,
North Vancouver
49° 18.66’ N 123° 06.800’ W

Pumpout station open to
customers

Fee: $1.25 per L
(604) 985-5468

Mosquito Creek Marina
North Vancouver
49° 18’ 46” N 123° 5’ 24 W

Pumpout subject to
availability

Fee: $12
(604) 987-4113

Mr. Pumpout
Burrard Inlet

Mobile pumpout service,
Burrard Inlet as far east as
Second Narrows Bridge,
Coal Harbour, and False
Creek.

Fee: $27/50 gallons, $10
tank flush
(604) 250-6506
mrpumpout@gmail.com

Point Roberts Marina
Point Roberts,
Washington
48° 58.333’ N 123° 03.817’ W

Pumpout station open all
year. Used oil disposal.

Fee: Free at pumpout, $5
for mobile service
(360) 945-2255 | VHF 66A

Quayside Marina
Vancouver
49° 16’ 20” N 123° 7’ 5” W

Pumpout subject to
availability. Open 9am
to 5pm daily except
holidays. Call ahead.

Fee: Free for residents
and transient customers
at their slip. $25 for
public.
(604) 681-9115 | VHF 66A

Reed Point Marina
Port Moody
49° 17.562’ N 122° 53.307’ W

Pumpout available for
moorage patrons only.

Fee: Free for moorage
patrons
(604) 937-1600

Shelter Island Marina
Richmond
49° 9’ 57” N 122° 59’ 16” W

Pumpout available all
year during marina hours.

Fee: Portable $30,
stationary $15 (free for
moorage patrons)
(604) 270-6272
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Sunshine Coast
FACILITY

DETAILS

FEE & CONTACT

Gibsons Landing
Harbour Authority
Gibsons, Sunshine Coast
49° 23’ 58” N 123° 30’ 19” W

Pumpout station open
all year.

Fee: $5
(604) 886-8017 | VHF 66A

Gibsons Marina
Gibsons, Sunshine Coast
49° 23.963’ N 123° 30.213’ W

Portable service
available.

Fee: $25 + $12.50
stopover fee
(604) 886-8686 | VHF 66

Harbour Authority of
Pender Harbour
Madeira Park
49° 37.808’ N 124° 03.986’ W

Pumpout station open all
year. Located at Madeira
Park Public Dock.

Fee: $10
(604) 883-2234

Lund Harbour Authority
Lund Public Dock
49° 58.891’ N 124° 45.827’ W

Pumpout station open
all year

Fee: $10
(604) 483-4711 | VHF 73

Porpoise Bay
DFO Government Dock,
Porpoise Bay, Sunshine
Coast
49° 29.045’ N 123° 45.525’ W

(604) 885-1986

Powell River Harbour
Authority
Powell River

Fee: $5
(604) 485-5244

Union SteamShip
Company Marina
Bowen Island
49.378’ N 123.331’ W

Pumpout station open
all year. Located at
aircraft float.

Fee: $10
(604)-947-0707 Ext.1 |
VHF 66A

Vancouver Island & other islands
FACILITY

DETAILS

FEE & CONTACT

Alert Bay Harbour
Authority
Alert Bay, Cormorant
Island

Summer hours 7am
to 3pm. Bins available
for waste disposal and
recycling.

Fee: Free
(250) 974-5727

Angler’s Anchorage
Marina
Brentwood Bay, Victoria
48° 34.340’ N 123° 27.874’ W

Pumpout station open
all year.

Fee: Free
(250) 652-3531

Campbell River Harbour
Authority
Campbell River
50° 01.516’ N 125° 14.274’ W

Pumpout station open
all year, allow extra time
in freezing weather.
Canadian Tire nearby
takes used oil.

Fee: $10 (up to 30 gal.)
(250) 287-7931

Coast Harbourside
Marina Victoria
48° 25.420’ N 123° 22.788’ W

Pumpout available April
to October 8am to 4pm

Fee: $12 + tax
(250) 360-1211

Comox Harbour
Authority
Comox
49° 39.155’ N 121° 54.973’ W

Pumpout station open
April to October. Disposal
for used oil and oily rags
etc., cardboard recycling
and garbage.

Fee: $7
(250) 339-6041, info@
comoxharbour.com

Cowichan Bay
Fisherman’s Wharf
Cowichan Bay
48° 44.490’ N 123° 37.020’ W

Pumpout station open
all year.

Fee: Free, donations
accepted
(250) 746-5911 | VHF 66A

Deep Bay Harbour
Authority
Bowser
49°27’55.16”N 124°43’44.79”W

Pumpout station closed
during the winter.

Fee: Free
(250) 757-9331

Dungeness Marina
Cowichan Bay
48° 44’ 24” N 123° 37’ 17” W

Pumpout station open
all year. Call ahead.

Fee: $20/min, $0.75/ft
over 40’. Free if staying at
least 2 nights.
(250) 748-6789 | VHF 66A
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Vancouver Island & other islands
FACILITY

DETAILS

FEE & CONTACT

Fairwinds Schooner
Cove Marina
Nanoose Bay
49° 17.238’ N 124° 08.003’ W

Pumpout station open
all year.

Fee: $8
(250) 468-5364 | VHF 66A

Greater Victoria Harbour
Authority
Victoria

Pumpout station open
all year. Located at
Fisherman’s Wharf
Dock B.

Fee: $5 self-operated, $10
for mobile service
(250) 383-8326 | VHF 66A

Ladysmith Maritime
Society Marina
Ladysmith

Pumpout station open
all year.

Fee: Free
(250) 245-1146

Malcom Island Lions
Harbour Authority
Sointula
50° 37’ 3” N 127° 1’ 10” W

Open spring to fall, and
dependant on weather
in winter.

Fee: $10
(250) 973-6544

Mill Bay Marina
740 Handy Road, Mill Bay

Located on fuel dock.

(250) 743-4303

Port Hardy Harbour
Authority
Port Hardy
50° 42’ 0” N 127° 25’ 0” W

Located at Fishermen’s
Wharf.

Fee: $26
(250 949-0336 | VHF 66A

Port McNeill Municipal
Harbour
Port McNeil

Summer hours 8:30am to
5:30pm, 7 days per week.
Winter hours 8:30am
to 4:30pm Monday to
Friday. Located on inner
loading dock. Apply at
harbour office for key or
call in.

Fee: Free
(250) 956-3881 | VHF 66A

Port of Nanaimo
Eco-barge
Nanaimo
49° 10.273’ N 123° 55.986’ W

Pumpout station open all
year. Disposal available
on land for used oil,
contaminated matter,
garbage and recycling.

Fee: Free
(250) 754-5053 | VHF 67

Port Sidney Marina
Sidney, Victoria
48° 39.104’ N 123° 23.491’ W

Pumpout station open
all year, max vessel
size 40’.

Fee: $10
(250) 655-3711 | VHF 66A

Salt Spring Island
Harbour Authority
Breakwater Dock, Salt
Spring Island
48° 51.033’ N 123° 29.746’ W

Pumpout station open
spring to fall. Coin
operated.

Fee: $5
(250) 537-5711

Sayward Harbour
Authority
Sayward

Pumpout station open
May to October.

Fee: small fee
(250) 282-0178
Fee: Free, donations
accepted
(250) 725-4441

Tofino Public Dock
Tofino
Van Isle Marina
Sidney
48°40.310’ N 123° 24.301’ W

Pumpout station open
all year. Located at fuel
dock. Oil pumpout and
waste oil disposal also
available for a fee.
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Fee: 0-29’ $10.00, 30-49’
$15.00, 50+’ $20.00
(250) 656-1138

Fill ‘Er Up
Remember:
Every drop counts! Even tiny
“Topping off the
amounts of gas, diesel and oil
tank” means
can kill or harm marine plants
waiting for a spill
to happen.
and animals, and repeated small
fuel spills cause irreparable harm to
the environment. Chemicals present in
fuel react with sunlight to become up to 50,000 times more
toxic. Rainbows on the water aren’t pretty, and can be fatal to
the many tiny creatures that live in the water’s surface layer.
Juvenile fish and shellfish depend on this surface “microlayer”.
Let’s keep it healthy for them!

Spills during fueling are common—fuel vent overflow from a
100-litre tank can be as much as 1/2 litre and this increases
for larger tanks. most marina fuel pumps are able to supply
fuel much faster than small and medium sized boats are able
to take it. The “kickback” effect or “burping” is a major source
of fuel spills. The advice from marina operators is “don’t rush your fueling
and don’t worry about keeping
other boats waiting for an
extra minute or two”.
Half a litre of oil will
cover an acre of surface
water. If every one of
the 200,000 boats on
the coast spilled just ½
litre, the oil slick would
cover over 800 square
kilometres. Every drop
counts!

Report All Spills!
(Even spills of less than a litre are significant)
1-800-OILS-911 (1-800-6457-911)
Be prepared to answer the following:
ÂÂ Where, when and how did the spill occur?
ÂÂ What kind of pollution is it?
ÂÂ How much was spilled?
ÂÂ What’s the name of the person or vessel
that caused the spill? Don’t worry, taking
responsibility for your own spill is looked upon
favourably rather than getting caught. Small
spills are also tracked and help us address
chronic causes and hotspots.
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KEEPING IT CLEAN:
;; Fill carefully! Plan to avoid spilling even one drop of fuel
into the water.
;; Have fuel absorbent materials ready, and use a spill pad
or fuel collar to catch drips.
;; Don’t rely on the automatic shutoff.
;; Know how much fuel you need, and feel for an increase
in airflow from the vent - this means the tank is full.
Remember: fuel expands on warm days!
;; Put a “fuel saver” over your vent to catch
spills and alert you that the tank is
full.
;; Don’t transfer fuel between tanks
on the water. Carry reserve fuel
in a container that connects to
your engine.
;; Check fuel lines and fittings to
ensure there are no leaks—this
may save your life as well as the
fish!

when

Never use soap
to disperse fuel
spills! It is toxic to
marine life, doesn’t
eliminate the
spill and makes it
impossible to clean
up—and it’s illegal.

;; Reduce fuel consumption. Slow
down and go with the tides, currents
and weather where possible. Keep your bottom and
propeller clean. Choose the right propeller for your
use and replace when needed. Reduce excess weight
onboard.
;; When boating season is over, fill tanks and add fuel
stabilizer to protect engines and avoid the need to
dispose of “bad fuel” in the spring.

In Case Of A Spill
ÂÂ Stop the source of the spill and extinguish any igniters.
ÂÂ If you are at a fuel dock, inform the fuel attendant and
leave the area when gasoline is spilled.
ÂÂ Use absorbent pads to clean up and help contain the
spill. Dispose of used spill materials as hazardous
waste (see Disposal section). It is illegal to use soap to
disperse spills.
ÂÂ Spills at risk of spreading must be contained with a
spill kit - these should be available at all marinas.
8

Battle of the Bilge
Oil, fuel, antifreeze and other fluids collect in the bilge and
are then pumped overboard, often by automatic pumps.
Bilge cleaners, degreasers and soaps—even biodegradable
ones—increase harmful effects. These cleaners spread the
pollution over a greater area, harming even more fish and
other marine life.

KEEPING IT CLEAN:
;; Don’t pump oily bilge water overboard—if it discolours
surface water, it is pollution. This is a criminal offence!
Large amounts of fuel or oil in the bilge must be pumped
into a closed container and properly disposed of—ask
your marina or marine mechanic for advice.
;; Secure an oil absorbent pad or pillow in your bilge and
check it often.
;; Turn off the bilge pump during fueling.
;; Chronic fuel or oil in the bilge indicates a leak—check all
fittings.
;; To clean the bilge, pump out uncontaminated water and
then wipe out the rest using an EcoLogo cleaner. Don’t
flush bilges with cleaners.
;; Fit a drip tray under your engine to catch any leaks.
;; Install a bilge filtration system.
Oil absorbing pads soak up the oil in your bilge,
but not the water. These pads are very effective at
keeping your bilge and the environment clean. When
the pads are saturated, use gloves and wring out the
oil into a container for recycling. Re-use the pad. To
dispose of worn out pads, see page 16.
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Engine Maintenance
KEEPING IT CLEAN:
;; Keep your engine well
tuned. Inspect and fix any
leaks or drips.
;; Use an oil change pump to
transfer oil to a spill-proof
container, then cap this
tightly.
;; Slip a plastic bag over the
oil filter before removing to
prevent oil spilling into the
bilge.
;; Keep oil-absorbent pads
handy to wipe up spills.
;; Dispose of oil, filters, contaminated absorbent pads and
other materials correctly (see page 16).
;; Use biodegradable oils whenever possible.
;; Antifreeze is harmful to marine life—use only when
necessary. Propylene Glycol is the less toxic alternative.

Completely Exhausted
Conventional 2-stroke outboards discharge up to 25% of their
fuel straight into the water—if you used 20 gallons of fuel you
might as well have poured a 5 gallon can of gas straight into
the water!

KEEPING IT CLEAN:
;; Always keep your engine well tuned.
;; Choose 4-stroke or oil injected 2-stroke outboards
instead of conventional 2-strokes. They’re better for the
environment, save fuel costs, and are quieter.
;; Some new inboard diesel and gas engines produce less
air pollution, as do propane and electric outboards—
consider this when choosing your next engine.
Motorized personal watercraft (jetskis) are bad for
wildlife, water and air quality. They spill up to onethird of their fuel, discharge significant amounts
of air emissions, and can be considerably noisy.
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Swabbing The Decks
Reducing Greywater Discharges

Substances that are toxic to marine life are present in many
products used to clean boats—even “biodegradable” products
often contain harmful ingredients and biodegradable simply
means it breaks down, not necessarily into elements that are
safe. Chlorine bleach is dangerous to marine life and can be
a health risk for people.
Choosing environmentally friendly cleaning products can
be confusing. In Canada, manufacturers must substantiate
claims such as “green” or “environmentally friendly”, however,
unless their claims are independently verified, caution is still
warranted. The best cleaning option is to use the alternatives
on the following page. If you are buying cleaning products,
here are some of the terms you may encounter.

TERM

EXPLANATION

EcoLogo

Eco-certifications such as EcoLogo can
indicate a degree of acceptability, but
do not mean the product is harmless.

Biodegradable

Product naturally breaks down, but
often into harmful components.

Surfactants

Surface active agents are in all soaps
and detergents to create suds—they
attach to fish’s gills, destroying their
ability to breathe.

Chlorine

Found in bleach and other cleaning
products, it forms the basis of dioxins
and other deadly compounds that
cause cancer, and damage growth,
development and reproduction in
humans, fish and other wildlife.

Phosphate-Free

Phosphates have been banned in
cleaning products in Canada, but they
can still contain up to 0.5% phosphates.

KEEPING IT CLEAN:
;; Read labels and look for non-toxic, chlorine-free,
phosphate-free products. Use the “EcoLogo” symbol as
a guide to “less harmful” products.
;; Minimize your use of soaps and detergents, and use
“Alternative Cleaners” (see next page).
;; Keep your boat waxed and wash with fresh water and
a brush. Remember: use water carefully, as the Gulf
Islands and other areas often have water shortages in
the summer.
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Alternative Cleaners
Many non-toxic cleaners for your boat can be made from ingredients found in your galley. Try these inexpensive alternatives!

TASK

ALTERNATIVE CLEANERS

Decks

1 part vinegar to 8 parts water

Fibreglass

Baking soda and salt (in wet paste)

Aluminium

1 tbsp. cream of tartar in 1/2 litre hot
water

Brass

Worcestershire sauce, vinegar and salt
solution

Chrome

Vinegar and salt solution

Chrome/metal

Polish with baby oil.

Copper

Lemon juice and salt solution

Clear plastic/glass

1 part vinegar to 2 parts water

Mildew

Vinegar and salt solution or tea tree oil

Wood (interior)

Polish with olive oil.

Bleaching

Hydrogen peroxide bleach (NOT
chlorine bleach)

Scouring

Baking soda and water paste

Hair

Baby shampoo (phosphate-free & pH
balanced)

Shower

Wet area & scour with baking soda

Toilet

Baking soda

Dishes

Use minimal amounts of dish soap.
Choose non-petroleum based soaps
(eg. Nature Clean).

Après cleaning

Cool off with 1 part rum to 2 parts fruit
juice—mix with ice.
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Your Baby’s Bottom
One of the greatest potential sources of pollution is the dryland area in marinas where boats are hauled out for cleaning.
Most of us enjoy blasting away with the pressure washer to
clean the bottom. Unfortunately, the paint residue that we
remove is toxic and if we wash it down the storm drain it goes
straight into the water.
Not all marinas have installed recirculating systems because
of the cost and the difficulty of disposing of the toxic sludge
that is collected. If these systems are not in place, boaters can
minimize the problem by using a “drop sheet” to collect residue from cleaning, sanding or painting. Responsible marinas
insist on this. Don’t feel shy about suggesting this practice to
other boaters.

Have your boat hauled out annually and plan to do any
substantial work on dry land, where you can contain
waste products and keep them out of the marine
environment.

KEEPING IT CLEAN:
;; Choose hard antifouling or new “non-fouling” paints.
;; Only use a soft brush or cloth to clean your hull in the
water—this prevents the release of toxic paint into the
environment. Paint is
being released if cleaning
causes the water to be
discoloured.
;; Don’t buy more paint
than you need. Reseal and
keep for future use.
;; Avoid tide grids for
sanding, scraping or
painting. If other options
are not available, use a
drop cloth to collect spills
and residue from sanding
or scraping, then dispose of this properly. Shrouding
and tarps can also be used to contain dust. Avoid
sanding during windy days.
Under the federal Fisheries Act, the water and residue
from washing, scraping and sanding your bottom is
considered a deleterious substance. It is a criminal
offence to release deleterious substances into waters
frequented by fish, with penalties up to $1 million and
3 years in prison.
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Topside Work
Any foreign substance entering
the water can hurt marine life. To
minimize the risk, you should do
most of your work on land. Follow
these steps when minor dockside
work can’t be avoided—check
with your marina for its policy on
topside work.

Never pour paint or
other liquid wastes
down storm drains or
any other drain.

KEEPING IT CLEAN:
;; Don’t let anything fall in the water, including sanding
dust, solvents, strippers etc. Choose water-soluble
solvents.
;; Ensure that sanders, grinders and other tools have dust
collection fittings in place.
;; Be prepared! Always have absorbent pads or rags on
hand to contain spills.
;; Contain the mess! Use tarps on the dock and between
the dock and the boat to catch spills and other
materials.
;; Mix paints and other liquids on shore and have only
small amounts open on the dock or boat at any time.
Before doing any work on your boat, ask your marina
or boatyard for a copy of Environment Canada’s
Information for Boaters. Become familiar with where to
dispose of paints, solvents and other wastes (see page 16).
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Garbage In - Garbage Out
Trash is ugly and kills fish and wildlife. Plastics can foul props
or engine intakes and cause expensive repairs. Organic food
waste, whether it sinks or floats, is classified as garbage under
the Canada Shipping Act, 2001, and should not be thrown
overboard.

In BC, 22,462 volunteers collected 5,550 bags
(42,279 kg) of garbage in the 2014 Great
Canadian Shoreline Cleanup. Shoreline and
recreational activity accounted for more
trash than any other category.

KEEPING IT CLEAN:
;; Don’t let trash get thrown, blown or washed overboard.
;; Many remote areas do not have garbage facilities, so
plan to bring back everything you take with you.
;; Eliminate as much waste as possible before you embark,
such as removing excess packaging.
;; Reduce, reuse, recycle—and compost! Bring a sealed
container to store your compostables.

The Vancouver Aquarium estimates that at
any given moment, there are 400 sea lions
entangled in marine debris.
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Cooling off can be shocking! After working hard on
the boat on a hot summer day, it is tempting to jump
in to cool off - and also dangerous! Stray currents can
cause electrocution - it is not safe to swim at marinas
and near boats.

Disposal Information
The following substances are listed as special household
wastes and should only be disposed of at the appropriate
facilities. Never mix hazardous substances!
SUBSTANCE DISPOSAL INFORMATION

NOTES

Used oil

ÂÂ www.usedoilrecycling.com
ÂÂ Some public docks and
marinas

Confirm disposal
location before
changing oil.
Do not mix fuel and
oil!

Oil filters

ÂÂ www.usedoilrecycling.com
ÂÂ Canadian Tire Automotive
centres
ÂÂ Some service stations
(check first)

Drain first and dispose
of oil as above.

Oil
absorbents

ÂÂ www.usedoilrecycling.com
ÂÂ Many places that collect oil
filters.

Wring out and reuse,
disposing of the liquid
with used oil. Dispose
of when no longer
useable.

Antifreeze

ÂÂ www.usedoilrecycling.com
ÂÂ Service stations

All antifreeze is
harmful to marine
life and should
be recovered and
recycled.

Stale or
contaminated
gas

ÂÂ www.regeneration.ca
ÂÂ Service stations (check first)

Store and transport
only in “ULC”
approved containers.
Keep fuel out of oil
collection facilities!

Solvents &
thinners

ÂÂ www.regeneration.ca

Allow sediments to
settle and then re-use.

Paints &
varnishes etc.

ÂÂ Some retailers
ÂÂ www.regeneration.ca

Share product if still
useable.
(Some recycling
depots have a paint
sharing service.)

Antifouling
paint

ÂÂ www.regeneration.ca

Store carefully and
save for future use
rather than disposing.

Batteries

ÂÂ Battery retailers
ÂÂ Local recycling depot

B.C. Recycling Hotline:
1-800-667-4321

Contact the B.C. Recycling Hotline for
disposal information or download the
BC Recycling mobile app.
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Wildlife Interactions
All wildlife are sensitive to disturbance from people, boats
and pets. Approaching whales too fast, getting too close, and
producing excessive noise can cause stress, inhibit communication, and interrupt feeding, mating, socializing, resting, and
calf nurturing behaviours. Birds often abandon their nests and
young, while feeding or other behaviours critical to survival
can also be disrupted.
Propeller scars are common on many marine
mammals—use caution when these animals are
near to avoid injuring them.

MARINE MAMMALS
;; Stay at least 100 metres from whales, porpoises and
other marine mammals, and 200 metres from seal or sea
lion haulouts.
;; If you’re lucky enough to get to travel with whales,
always go parallel with their direction. Don’t cut across
or stop in their path.
;; Avoid erratic manoeuvres, and never chase whales or
other animals.
;; Slow down and minimize your wake and engine noise.
;; The federal Fisheries Act makes it illegal to disturb
marine mammals. Report observed violations or
harassment of marine mammals to Fisheries and Oceans
Canada: 1-800-465-4336.

Endangered
Southern Resident
Orcas have declined
to 81 individuals in
2015 from a historic
population of 200.

Aquatic Invasive Species
Transport of invasive species is illegal in BC.
Aquatic invasive species can be spread on your
hull, in the bilge, and on the boat trailer.

Clean, drain, and dry out your boat, trailer,
and equipment when relocating.
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Oystercatchers build camouflaged nests near the
shoreline of small islets or spits between April and
August. It is important to watch closely where you
step, as their nests are easy to disturb without even
knowing you’ve done so.

MARINE BIRDS
;; Don’t approach within 100 metres of bird colonies.
;; If boating near bird colonies, slow down to minimize
your wake and engine
noise.
;; Don’t allow pets ashore
where they can disturb
birds or nests, which can
easily kill young birds.
;; Marine birds often nest
on the ground or in
burrows on small islets,
cliffs and shorelines.
These nests are difficult
to see, so be careful!
For more information
contact the Canadian Wildlife Service: 1-800-668-6767.
;; Respect ecological reserves—these are identified on
charts.

Sensitive Areas
RIVER ESTUARIES:

Up to 80% of BC’s wildlife relies on estuaries, where rivers and
streams meet the sea, at some part of its life cycle.This sensitive
habitat is especially important to juvenile and spawning salmon
and marine birds. Keep all pollution out of the water. Reduce your
wake in these sensitive areas and avoid running motors in shallow
waters.

EELGRASS & KELP BEDS:

Eelgrass and kelp beds are key habitats for juvenile fish (including
salmon), crabs and shorebirds. Anchors, props and paddles can
damage these areas. Use fixed moorings instead of anchors where
possible, avoid running your engine amongst eelgrass and kelp,
and avoid disturbing the bottom with paddles or while swimming
and beach walking near these sensitive habitats.

SHELLFISH AREAS:

Clams and oysters are an important economic resource on the
coast. These and other filter feeders are very sensitive to pollution. Never discharge sewage or other pollution in these areas.
Take care not to damage shellfish beds with anchors, dinghies or
other activities.

ENCLOSED BAYS & NARROW CHANNELS:

These experience very little exchange of water and tend to accumulate pollution. Never discharge sewage or other pollution in
these areas.
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Protecting Our
Marine Resources
Creating protected areas within the
marine environment can be effective
in protecting habitat and marine resources, while restoring declining species like rockfish.
Rockfish—36 different species in BC waters—can live for
up to a century and need to reach their teens in order
to reproduce. When younger fish are caught before they
have a chance to breed, the species is unable to sustain
itself. Setting aside protected marine areas for these and
other species helps their populations recover and grow.
Protected areas are already established in the terrestrial
world. In British Columbia, more than 15% of our land
has protected status. But for our coastal waters, it’s less
than 2%.
Marine reserves work. A survey of about 100 of these
areas around the world showed that after just two years
of protection, the number of fish grew on average by
91%, and the average size and number of species increased as well. These benefits spilled out around the
reserves, benefiting fishermen.
Marine protected areas can come in many different
forms and no two will be exactly alike. Initiatives to
watch in BC include:
ÂÂ Marine Protected Areas: There are currently two
MPA’s in BC, which are both located offshore: Bowie
Seamount and Endeavour Hydrothermal Vents
(designated the first MPA in Canada in 2003). Race
Rocks Ecological Reserve is also being considered
for designation as a Marine Protected Area.
ÂÂ Rockfish Conservation Areas: 164 small areas in
BC have interim closures on some types of fishing
in order to conserve rockfish. Be sure to familiarize
yourself with the locations and regulations before
you go fishing.
ÂÂ Proposed Southern Strait
of Georgia National Marine
Conservation Area: A large,
multiple-use area in the
south western Strait, to be
established over the next
several years.
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CLEAN MARINE BC
Clean Marine BC is Georgia Strait Alliance’s innovative, award
winning, voluntary eco-certification program that recognizes
marinas, boatyards, yacht clubs and other boating facilities
for the implementation of environmental best practices.
Together we have celebrated many success stories with
our Clean Marine BC certified facilities—with innovative
improvements in day to day marina operations as well as
exciting projects including improving hatch rate of herring
eggs, restoring eelgrass beds, and helping bring Purple
Martins back from near extinction!
Is your marina a Clean Marine BC facility? Enrolment in the
award winning program starts with a simple commitment
to the Clean Marine BC policy and provides immediate benefits as we guide the participants towards certification in
environmental best practices.

HOP ON BOARD!
You can reach our program coordinator at
cmbc@georgiastrait.org and (250) 753-3459, or visit our
website for more details at www.georgiastrait.org

Spills Aren’t Slick
Georgia Strait Alliance is a member of the Pacific Oil Spill Prevention and
Education Team (POSPET, a working group of the Pacific States - British
Columbia Oil Spill Task Force). POSPET members include representatives
from state and federal agencies, industry associations, and nonprofit
groups from Alaska, British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, and
California. Together we spread the Spills Aren’t Slick message to reduce
chronic small spills from recreational boating, and to promote the oil
spill reporting hotline 1-800-OILS-911. POSPET members also ecocertify marinas and boat yards under our Clean Marine and Clean Marina
programs. GSA also collaborates with Clean Marine programs in Ontario
and Quebec.
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Protect Your Cruising Waters
Georgia Strait Alliance created the Guide to Green Boating
to help boaters like you minimize your impacts where you
cruise. As a charitable organization, GSA relies on your
support as you appreciate the beauty and rich marine life
of the Strait of Georgia, and you want to do your part to
protect the natural environment of this boater’s paradise.
Your tax deductible donation will help ensure that future
generations get a chance to enjoy these magnificent waters
too, truly one of the world’s finest cruising grounds. Please
donate today!
Online: www.georgiastrait.org/donate
By mail: Georgia Strait Alliance
201 - 195 Commercial St., Nanaimo, BC V9R 5G5
Or call: Nanaimo: (250) 753-3459 Vancouver: (604) 633-0530
Charitable registration #13994-2254-RR0001
All donations are tax deductible.

Solutions for a healthy
Strait of Georgia depend
on you. We welcome your
comments and feedback.
Please contact
Georgia Strait Alliance
at 250 753-3459 or
gsa@georgiastrait.org.
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Who To Call
REASON

NUMBER

In an emergency

call 911

Marine spills (24 hours)

Oil Spill Reporting Hotline
1-800-OILS-911
(1-800-6457-911)

Marine spills and pollution
(24 hours)

Coast Guard VHF 16 or
1-800-889-8852

Report a disaster or
emergency including spills
of dangerous materials (24
hours)

Provincial Emergency
Program
1-800-663-3456

Office of Boating Safety

1-800-267-6687

Violations of fishing &
shellfishing regulations

Department of Fisheries
and Oceans Canada, BC
number
1-800-465-4336

Report All Poachers and
Polluters (RAPP)

1-877-952-7277

Canadian Wildlife Service

1-800-668-6767

BC Marine Mammal
Network
Marine mammals in distress Response
(observe, record, report)
1-800-465-4336
BC Cetacean Sightings
Whale, dolphin, porpoise or Network
sea turtle sightings
1-866 I SAW ONE
(1-866-472-9663)
Recycling Hotline and
Household Special Wastes

1-800-667-4321
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